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DOCUMENTS 
In relation to the Extent and Causes of the present Gene- 


| 
ral Distress throughout the Commonwealth, &c. Read | 9.1 
10. 


in Senate of Pennsylvania, February 14, 1820. 
( Continued from page 142._) 

The committee appointed on the 10th of December 
last, to inquire into the extent and causes of the pre- 
sent general distress, beg leave to present to the 
Senate, the documents which have accompanied their 
report of the 29th ult. 

They consist of— 

1. A copy of the interrogatories addressed by the 
committee to the members of the Legislature and 
others. 

2. A number of answers to the same. 

3. Official statements of the prothonotaries and she- 
riffs of most of the counties in the state, exhibiting the 
number of actions for debt, judgments entered by con- 
fession, sheriff’s sales, and imprisonments for debt, in 
their respective countics, during the years 1809 and 
1819. 

4. A statement of the notes in circulation, specie on 
hand, and annual dividends of the country banks frem 
the period of their commencement, until November, 
1819. 

5. A/ similar statement of the city banks from the | 
year 1814. 

6. A statement of the amount of loans made by the | 
city banks, including their branches, to individuals, from 
the year 1814 to 1819. 

7. A table showing the fluctuation in the value of 
city and country bank notes, from the year 1815 to 
1820. 

8. A list of unlawful banks and incorporations, issu- 
ing orders or notes in the manner or nature of bank | 
notes. 


9. A statement of the present condition of the manu- | 99. 


facturing classes in Philadelphia and Pittsburg. | 
No. 1. 


Interrogatories addressed by the committee to a number of | 23. 


the members of the legislature and other citizens. 
1, Is the distress so generally complained of, experi- 
enced in your district, or in any part of it? 


2. Under what forms does it exhibit itself? Is it accom- | 24. 


panied by the embarrassments of farmers, mer- 
chants and others, by a general scarcity of money, 


by sacrifices of property, and by numerous law | 25. 


suits, particularly before justices of the peace’ 

3. What proportion of the inhabitants of your district | 
do you suppose, are affected in their business, their 
revenue, or their usual punctuality, by the pres- 
sure of the times’ 

4. Is money easily to be procured on mortgage where 
indubitable security is offered? 1f so, at what rate’ 

5. Was money, before the introduction of the banking 
system, easily to be procured upon such security, 
at legal interest? 

6 What was the price of the best impreved land in 
your,neighbourhood, in the year 1809, or there- 
abouts? 

7. What was the price of the same land during the 
height of speculation! And in what year was spe- 
culation at its height? 


{ 
Vox. IV. 19 | 


C 


20. 


~ 


o£ 


|8. What price do you suppose the same land would 


now sell for at public sale? 

s there a bank in your district, and what bank, and 
when was it established? 

Did property first begin to rise when the banking 
system was introduced? 


. Did it begin to fall when the banks first began to 


call in their loans? 


. To what has the distress in your district been gene- 


rally ascribed by the citizens? 


. Have not your merchants, storekeepers, and others, 


overtraded? If so, is not their overtrading to be 
ascribed to the facility of obtaining bank loans? 


. Has there been a great fall in the price of agricul- 


tural produce generally, during the last five years? 
If so, say how much per cent. ? 


. Do you believe there is much specie hoarded by 


the citizens of your district? 


. Have there been any great sacrifices of real estate, 


or of personal property within the last two years? 
If so, name some particulars? 


. Has a scarcity ef money been felt by men who are 


rich in property, as well as by the labouring 
classes’ 


. Do the inhabitants of your district experience losses 


and inconvenience from the circulation of depre- 
ciated bank notes? 

What advantages do you conceive, have been ex- 
rienced by your section of the country, from the 
introduction of the banking system, particularly 
as relates to internal improvements? 

Do you consider that the advantages have out- 
weighed all the evils attendant upon the banking 
system? 


. Have many people been deprived of their usual 


employment, by the suspension of manufacturing 
industry? 

Has the consumption of foreign manufactured arti- 
cles much increased in your district, within the 
last ten years’ 

Has a spirit of extravagance in dress, furniture and 
dwellings, pervaded your neighbourhood, to an 
extent beyond what usually results from a gradual 
increase of wealth amongst the people? 

Has there not been of late years less domestic in- 
dustry in the fabrication of articles for family use 
than formerly ’ 

Can you state the amount loaned by banks in your 
neighbourbood, to road and bridge companies, and 
whether the said loans have been repaid, or are 
likely to be, without a resort to legal campulsion’ 
What was the motive which led to the establish- 
ment of so many banks? 


. Have any of the farmers in your neighbourhood 


been so ruined by speculation in property, as to be 
obliged to remove from the state?’ 


. Have usurious transactions been frequent within 


your knowledge’ If so, enumerate some instances 
of extortion? 


- Does the bank or banks in your district, if there be 


any, redeem their notes in specie on demand, for 
any amount that is presented, or are their notes at 
a depreciation in Philadelphia, and what deprecia- 
tion? 








146 REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE COMMONWEALTH. [SeErTEMBER 








30. Is there any specie in circulation in your district? | 19. The grand turnpike road, extending from the 


If yes, what proportion does it bear to the paper’ | summit of the North mountain, to the summit of the Al- 
Is it silver or gold? legheny mountain, about fifty six miles in length, with 


31. Are there in circulation in your district any notes | a number of elegant bridges, the greater part being per- 
or tickets issued by corporations, which are not} manent stone bridges; a!soa number of establishments, 
authorized by law to issue notes or tickets’ If yes, | such as merchant mills, fulling mills, iron works, &c.— 
say by what coporations they are issued, and what | besides fine dwelling houses erected, &c. may all be at- 
is their lowest denomination? tributed to that source; for had not that inundation of 

32, Do you not suppose that the spirit of speculation, | bank paper reached our district, individuals would not 
engendered by the facility of procuring bank loans, | have joined to aid the state in the completion of this 
or by other causes, has had a sensible effect in di- | almost insurmountable mass of labor, consequently no- 
minishing the number of productive labourers, and | thing as yet would have been done. 
that thus, whilst the nominal prices of commodities! 90, In a public point of view, 1 believe I might an- 
were raised, the real quantity of the products of | swer in the affirmative. But the losses and sufferings of 


industry were diminished? ; | individuals perhaps might outweigh and turn the scale. 
33. Have any of the centractors for the construction of | oy Perhaps in their usual employment a few, but 


coe oa aby ther ee > by bank with the exception of the last six months all could find 


. > employment. 
44. Are you s stockholder in any bank; 22. Yes to a great extent, especially within the last 
No. Il. five years. 
Answers, by a member from Bedford County. | 23. I believe not, with the exception of a few instan- 


i. Yes—although the distress is not experienced in = madres. 1 : 
every part of the county to the same extent. Forced to Yes, en y less—owing to the cheapness 
sales are more numerous in some parts, than in others. | ° os te ey — t t] on th 

2. The scarcity of money is experienced by all gene- ch ek Z or steeds oanes- — 
rally. Farmers are amongst the least sufferers, being <Aaceneee ie and Bed a road company are indebt- 
only limited in their improvements. Mercantile class = to the Allegheny bank of Pennsylvania upwards of 
complain, but very few failures. Sacrifices of property | ‘ a —— ae Se he eg: ry ed 
are frequent, but chiefly confined to personal property. | MED’ OP*ainee. a a 2 h b = Sp eye 
Lawsuits are numerous, but the distress principally ee tei J oe po ye * ank; me nil 
arises from the collection of the sums within the juris- me See os “s ha _ . cd a 
diction of a justice of the peace. era poesene—t ey ave no fun c} prevent it, &e. 

3. All who are in business are affected. Rents being; .26. A desire te enjoy equal rights and privileges 
their principal revenue, affected one fourth. Punctual- | with the citizens where banks had been established. 


ity will fall shert at least one haif. 27. Not any, to my knowledge. 
4. Not to be procured, even at the most exorbitant | 28. Not within my knowledge. — 
rate. | 29. The bank does not give specie for her notes. At 
5. Not easily at legal interest, but generally procured | Philadelphia the depreciation about 25 per cent. _ 
when needed by a small acknowledgment. 30. Yes—In the smaller matters generally specie.— 
6. From thirty to forty dollars per acre. | On the payment or receipt of large sums, quite oth- 
7. From eighty to one hundred dollars per acre, in| eTwise. The scarcity of money almost prevents the 
1815, or thereabouts. | payments oflarge sums. The proportion may be esti- 
8. From twenty to thirty dollars on terms. For cash | mated at one half. The toll taken gives a specimen, 
scarcely a sale could be effected. that being more than half. 


9. Yes—The Allegheny bank of Pennsylvania, esta-| 51. None at present. Tickets were issued by the 
blished as a district bank, shortly after the passage of turnpike road companies; their lowest denomination 
the “ Act regulating banks,” March 2Ist, 1814. | one dollar,and in the character of promissory notes with 

10. Generally so understood, but more rapidly after | interest from their dates. 
the declaration of war in 1812. 32. In answer to the first part, Yes—Numbers, from 

11. Soon after that time this cause, were diverted from productive labor, engag- 

12. Generally to the inundation of bank paper and | ¢¢ themselves in various pursuits; and to the second 
foreign goods, too great an extension of credit. Hosti-| part, Yes—It was one cause, that the real quantity of 
lity of the city banks to country banks, thereby destroy. | the products of industry were diminished. 
ing the credit of their paper—all confidence init being! 35. Not any to my knowledge. I never knew of any 
jost—the people deprived of its usefulness—deprived of the contractors to be aided by the bank in my district. 
of that good anticipated by the citizen petitioners, and| _ 34, !amnot. And I further add, I never was at any 


finally brought ruin and distress on the people. __ time. 
2 = ca few instances. May be in part ascribed Answers by a member from Lebanon Onunty 


14. Yes, generally, but principally confined to the | 1. It is general throughout the county. 
last three years. Wheat, rye, and corn, fifty per cent. 2. By the farmer having no market for his surplus 
Averaging all other agricultural produce at twenty-five | produce, and the mechanic and laborer no employment. 
per cent. 3. Nine out of ten. 
~ 15. No—If hoarded, not generally known. The for- 4. Some small loans may be obtained at the rate of 
mation of the bank hada tendency to lessen the sums | six per cent. . ; 
of specie hoarded. 5. Large sums might be had at legal interest previous 
16. Of real property scarcely any within my know-| tu the banking system. . 
ledge. The sheriff generally postponed sales from court | 6, First rate land from $40 to $60 per acre. 
to court, consequently but few within the last two] 7. In the year 1816 and 1817, first rate land sold 
years. Of personal property more frequent, report says | from 130 to 150 dollars. 
for about one sixth of its value. 8. From 50 to 70 dollars. 
17. Yes—Although not so much affected. 9. There is none in Lebanon county. 
18. Not from circulation, because no person will take 10. Some few years before. 
jt at this time. The only loss arising from it is, being of| 11. Yes. 
no value. Cannot be taken for property, consequently 12. As is stated in No. 2, and to the banking system, 
the sales are more limited. 13. None that I know of. ee 
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14. There has. The percentage is known in Phila- | 
delphia and Reading. 

15. Perhaps by some few individuals. 

16. We have suffeted but very little as yet, till of late 
the sheriff has sold a house and lot for 180 dolls. which | 13. Sterekeepers made bank loans, and overtraded, 
is said to be worth 1000, but the sale was set aside. and drew money out of circulation. 

17. Yes it is, for want of market as above stated. | 14. Yes, of 40 per cent. 

18. Not any at present, as there is none in circulation 15. No, not much. 
but par paper. 16. Sacrifices of real and personal property from 50 

19. None. 20. No. 21. Yes. 22. No. 23. Yes. to 75 per cent have been made. 

24. No. 17. Yes. 18. Yes. 

25. The Berks and Dauphin turnpike road company 19. A disadvantage. 
has borrowed large sums from the Reading bank, which | 20. No. 21. Yes. 


they have not repaid, and have no means to pay without | 22. Yes, but not so much se, as in some other dis 








11. When banks began to callin, land began to fall. 

12. The distress generally is ascribed in our district, 

| to the scarcity of money in other places; it is ascertained 
that the banks drew it out of circulation. 

















legislative interference. iets. 
26. Pray ask the legislature of 1814: 23. No 


27. None that I know of. 24. Yes, but of late they are taking to it. 


} 
28. No. | 95, No, but sometimes considerable has been loaned 
29. We have no bank in our county. by the storekeepers and some traders. 
30, Some small sums of silver can be obtained at any} 26. A resort for money tospeculate on. The friends 


time for par paper. | of speculation encouraged them in the place of pursuing 
31. There are none. ' honest industry. 


32. 1 cannot answer this question. 27. Several properties have been sold from people 
33. None asyet. 34. Iam not. | using am honest and industrious pursuit, who have been 
Answers by a member from Bedford and Tioga counties. | injured from the want of a circulating medium, and a 





. . ad | consumption for produce. 

> i penehiataetend a | 28. Yes, frequently, but they generally screen them: 
~ : d lly | selves by taking produce for the interest. The extent 

3. agg eo _ | much in that way, which ought to be removed. 

4. No. 6 a doll | 29. There are no banks in my district, but what pa- 

6. oe ° 1814 se 10 to 20 dell; ' per is in circulation is depreciated, except some eastern 

7. Inthe pape d il eee 20 Reman | paper. The depreciated paper, the store keepers and 

. _ os oe e ad district | speculators shave close, and the industrious class are glad 

10 hen aad hedeae ; | to get clear of it sometimes at half its face. 


11. ¥es. 30. But little. 


} 
12. The scarcity of money in other places, drew it | obiiged todo so, for the want of circulation medium. 
eut of circulation, and the banks drew their specie into | ; 


. 32. Some engaged by bank loans, but not general.— 
~— — | Money went out of circulation, and injured those in 
ae ; moderate pursuits who purchased property at a fair price, 

+4 a three years 50 per cent. | and who after paying a part of the purchase money, de- 


‘ . | pended on their labor to pay their instalments, and not 
PP 3 ali cnnagadlr ep evetin a a | having a market for their produce, have been taken at a” 


| disadvantage. 
Mr. H's. worth 2500, sold for 500 dolls. | 33. No, but they have risked their credit otherwise. 
17. Yes. 18. Yes. 34. No : 
19. A great disadvantage. | , 
20. Yes. 


Answers, by «¢ member from Cumberland County: 


22. Yes, but not so much so, as in many other places 0. ieee 


or districts: 


23. No 2. Under all these forms.’ , 

24. Yes, but not so much as in other districts. . ee ee 

25. No. 26. Speculation. 27. No. ee. , 

28. None that has come to my knowledge. 6. From 42 to 60 dollars. 

20, Bo hankeen tay Sateics. 7, From 150 to 200 dollars in 1813 and 1814. 
30. Not much jn circulation at present. | 8 At sheriff’s sale from 25 to 40 dollars 

31. There is none at all. f* . 


s | 9. Two until lately—One commenced during the 
Pon — ee ele Se geen | mania, and continued until last summer--The other be- 
y : : . J fore 184, and continues. 
erate pursuits. It is harder to pay 10 dolls. now than | “49 coon after 
30 6 or 8 years ago. 11. Shortly after 
= _ to my knowledge. 12. Excessive speculation, and depreciated bank pa- 


; per chiefly. 
Answers by a member from Somerset and Cambria Co’s. 


13. They have. 
1. The distress complained of in my district in gen-| 14. Very great. In general 50 per cent. 
eral. 


15. Nota great deal. 

2. It is accompanied by the embarrassments of farm- | 16. Both toa great extent, especially real estate. 
ers, merchants and others, by a general scarcity of mo-| 17. By those who hold property especially. 

ney, by sacrifices of property, and by numerous lawsuits | 18. Not so much at present, as three or four years 








before justices and otherwise. back. 
3. Generally affected in their businéss. 19 None at all. 
4. No. 5. Yes. 20 The evils have far overbalanced the advantages: 


7. Land at its height in 1814, from 15 to 50 dollars.| 21 At least one-third. 
8. Same land, at public sale now, from 5 to 20 dols. | 22 Articles of clothing especially. 
9. No bank in my district. } 23 In all, but in dress in particular. 
10. Property began to raise when the banks were 24 Nearly one-half. 
established; not before. | 25 Little loaned for public improvements; a large 
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amount for private purposes, which must be collected | 
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Answers by a member from Adams County. 

by process of law. 1. Yes, perhaps not so great as is represented in many 
26. An avaricious desire for money, and a delusive | others. 

belief that banks would make it abundant. 
27. Some have. 
28. Excessive, beyond credibility. In one case a | 

Mr. , bought a bond to the amount of $1600 for 

$400. In another, one for $2300 for $300. | 
29. The notes of one are worth nothing; those of the 


other are redeemed on presentment. high at or before the banks were incorporated in the 
30. About one sixth, chiefly in silver. summer and fall of 1814, as after the passage of the 
31. None except the turnpike company bills, from 1 } Jaw, 

to 10 dollars. ‘| 8, Nothing at all. 
32. I answer in the affirmative. 9. Yes, Gettysburg bank, established under the gen- 
33. None. ; ‘ eral banking system. 
34. [never held one cent, until one month since, 10. It had risen before, as already answered. 


when I was compelled to take $100 of stock by trans- 11. About that time, though 1 do not think that the 
fer, for a desperate debt. cause. 


Answers by a member from Dauphin County. | 12. Many causes combined to produce these effects, 
; ; : ak among which were the following, viz. An excessive 1m- 
1. It is complained of in our district severely. | portation to supply a deficiency occasioned by preced- 
_ 2. It exhibits itself in every particular shape specified | ing restrictions on commerce, and the war which fol- 
in the questions, particularly as far as relates to the jus- | owed, the high wrought calculations on a return of 
tices of the peace. peace, aided by the banks which unfortunately at that 
5. There are supposed to be seven out of ten. critical period came into operation; the avidity with 
4, It is not to be obtained at any rate whatever. | which commercial men strove to possess themselves of 
5. It was to be obtained upon gocd security, but not | specie, by sending out their shavers, brokers and specu- 
so plenty as in some other parts of the county. lators, to seize the paper of the banks as soon as it 
6. Good improved land would at that time sell at from | issued, and the consequent depreciation which ensued; 
16 to 24 dollars per acre. _ |the inducements to overtrade; the deceptive nature of 
7. In the latter part of the year 1815, and the spring | cheap goods, purchasing more than we had need of, 
of 1816, land sold from 25 to 45 dollars per acre. ‘and more than we were able to pay. Indulgence in 
8. At present it would not sell for more than I2 or 15 | fashion, in ease, in extravagance, in clothing, furniture, 
dollars, and not at that for cash. &c. kc. all these and many more combined to produce 
9. None nearer than Harrisburg. the present state of things. 
10. It did not before the branch bank was established 13. They have overtraded on their own stock; I 
in Harrisburg, but took its main rise-after the forty | , now of none who are indebted to the banks. 
banks were established. | 14. When we speak of produce generally, I think it 


11. Yes, it did, but more so, when the paper became | jas fallen from 50 to 60 per cent. 
more depreciated. 


| 15. Very little, it is mostly employed in shaving notes 
c _ e , | ° ” ’ . 
12. To the banking system. — | and in purchases at public sales. 
13. Certainly it is the case, with some. | 16. Noreal estates have been sold; private property 
14. here was not, until the last year. | has in many instances which I could name, where they 
15. There is in my opinion very little hoarded. : 


. have sold for not more than one-fifth of their value. 
16. There have been—A lot and house were sold at| 47, yes, 


Millersburg, where the lot only paid the costs of sale| 48 None that I know of. 
and five dollars of the debt. A wagon and four bene 19. There has but very little of it I think been 
valued at 400 dollars, were sold for 125 dollars. Consta- | drawn for that purpose, excepting to turnpike roads. 
ble’s sales are held in my neighbourhood, 1 might say 20. Perhaps they have, I do not charge these evils 
weekly, almost daily. ‘to the account of the banks as necessarily arising out 
17. Ithasso. | of them, evils haye arisen, over which the banks had 
18. Great losses indeed. no control. 
yiodg None at all. 21. Not many, we are a manufacturing district; com- 
a0. Idonot. — mon laborers are abundant. 
21. A large portion. 22. Yes, to a most ruinous extent. 


22. Ithas. 23. Yes, I might say tenfold beyond the natural in- 
23. It has in in a great measure. crease of wealth. 


24. It has on account of the foreign articles coming | 24. Yes, among the fashionable class there are many 
| 
' 


. Yes, in all the aforesaid cases. 

All, or with very few exceptions. 

Not at all. 

Yes, paper money then in circulation, not specie. 
From about 30 to 50 dollars. 

. Incommon not more than double; it was nearly as 
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cheaper than they could afford to make them. who retain their former habits. 


_ 25. To my knowledge none for the use of public| 95. | cannot state the amount, but there has been no 
improvements, buta large amount for other speculations | pecort to legal compulsion. 
which is still yet unpaid to the banks. 26. Doubtless it was a prospect of gain, being little 


26. I believe the principal motive was speculation. employment for money at the time, owing to war and 
27. Not many, I might say not any at all. There are embargoes as already observed. 


syme brought so low, that 1 think they are notableto|} 97. ‘None. 


leave the state. 28. No—none that I know of. 


28. Not to my knowledge. 29. Yes, to any amount, they are at about 24 in Bal- 
29. I believe the banks of Harrisburg do, and their | timore, where nid ptincipally a. oe 


notes are at par or nearly that. 30. Very little. 
30. There is a small portion in silver or copper, five} 34. None at all. 

to one hundred; the rest is great part, Reading bank | 39. yes, see answer to No. 12. 

Pers a ae > por No, to the two remaining questions, 33 
32. It is my opinion so. 
33. As there are no public improvements with us, 
think there are none. 
34. Tam not. 


} 


Answers, by a member from Lancaster Counly. 


1. It is experienced over the whole county of Lan- 
| caster, and is unexampled in great part thereof. 
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2. It exhibits itself in various forms, viz. by a very 
large number of insolvent debtors, by the embarrass- 
ment of all classes, (except as enumerated in the Sd | 
answer,) by scarcity of money, and consequent sacrifice 
of property, and by numerous law suits, as well in the 
common pleas, as before justices of the peace. 

3. All, attorneys, sheriff, constables, justices of the 
peace, and officers generally, are benefitted; and all 
other classes more or less the reverse. 

4, No. » 

5. Yes. 

6. From 75 to 100 dollars. 

7. The height of speculation was in the years 1813- 
14; the price of first rate lands was then from 250 to 
300 dollars. 

8. From 50 to 70 dollars. 

9. Yes, there are five, viz. a branch of the Pennsyl- | 
vania Bank, established at Lancaster about 16 years ago; 
the Farmers’ Bank of Lancaster, at the same place, 
established about 10 years ago; the Lancaster Bank, | 
established at the same place 1814; the Marietta and 








Susquehanna Trading Company, and the Columbia 
Bridge Company; the former established at Marietta, | 
and the latter at Columbia, both in 1813. 

10. Property, especially real, began to rise gradually 
about the time of the establishment of the Farmers’ 
Bank of Lancaster, but the rise thereof increased more 
rapidly when the remainder went into operation. 

11. Yes. 

12. It has been ascribed to many causes combined, | 
viz. the high price of real and personal property in the | 
years of 1812-13 and 14, when many large debts were 
contracted, and not yet paid, and when immediately af- | 
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28 There have been some cases; the rates from 9 to 
12 per cent. 


29 Yes, all—except the bank at Marietta, which is at 
35 per cent. discount. 

30 Yes—both gold and silver; but the proportion I 
am not able to state. 

31 No. 32 Yes. 

33 Some have, and it is feared several more will be. 

34 No. 


Answers, by a member from Delaware county. 


1 None but that which would naturally follow a 
peace after a long war in Europe, to a neutral nation, 
who carried on an immense trade with the belligerents, 
far beyond the support of their internal resources. 

2 A want of market for the surplus produce of the 
country; and employment for a monstrous surplus ton- 


| nage in consequence of the belligerents becoming their 


own carriers. The different items of distress stated in 


| this question are of course all felt, and resulting from 


the above two causes. 
3 All—Lawyers, magistrates, and constables, favora- 
bly; all others unfuvorably, and in consequence of the 


| two first reasons. 


4 Easily at six per cent. 
5 Yes. 
6 From 75 to 120 dollars. 


7 From 100 to 150 dollars, cannot answer what year. 

8 From 40 to75 dollars. 

9 Yes, at Chester, one of the forty. 

10 Some time before, and continued rising, but I 
know of no effect the bank had. 


11 Delaware county bank has notin any way I know, 


ter the general peace in Europe and here, such large | affected the price of land in the county; the directors 
quantities of foreign merchandize were imported, and | have called in but a very small portion of their loans, 
at the same time produce of every description depre- | and never pressed, but when previous judgments for- 


ciated in value, and the banks curtailing their discounts | 
to a large amount—those are believed to be some of | 
the causes. 

4 Yes, generally so, together with the depreciation 
in value of their stock on hand, from time to time. 

14. Yes, from 50 to 75 per cent. 

15. A considerable amount. 

16. Yes, many—for instance, an elegant three story | 
brick house, together with two lots of ground, in the | 
borough of Marietta, finished in best modern style, cov- | 
ered with slate, fronting on one street 45 feet, and on | 
another 90 feet, with all the necessary out houses, the | 
building of which in 1814, cost, exclusive of the lots, 
$16,000, was lately sold at sheriff’s sale for $1,600.— 
Another brick house, three stories high, with two lots 
of ground, and all necessary out buildings, almost fin- 
ished, the house fronts one street 45 feet, and the oth- 
er street 104 feet, sold lately at sheriff’s sale for $1,000. 
Another, a frame house, painted and finished, 35 by 40 
feet, two stories, which sold in the time of speculation 
for $5,000, was lately sold at sheriff’s sale for 215 dol- 
lars. And vacant lots, which sold in the times of spec- 
ulation, at from 1,500 to 2,500, were lately sold at from 
5 to 15 dollars each. A farm, which in times of specu- | 
lation could have been sold for 300 dollars per acre, was | 
lately sold at sheriff’s sale for 53 dollars per acre. Ma- 
ny similar cases might be enumerated in different parts | 
of the county. 

17. Yes. 


| 
! 
18, None at present, but formerly they did. | 


19. Considerable in roads, bridges, mills, houses, &c. | 
20. No. 21. Yes. 


22. Yes. 23. Yes. | 
24, Yes—but since the distress has pervaded us, fam- | 
ily industry has again made considerable progress. 
25. Considerable, but the sum I am not able to spe- | 
cify; it is not re-paid, nor likely to be without legal | 
compulsion. | 
26. The same which so generally leads to all human | 
exertions, viz. gain. 
27. Many. 


ced them. 

12 See answers to questions 1 and 2. 

13 No. 

14 Yes—The ratio I know not exactly. 

15 Not more than from one to thirty years back. 

16 We have suffered very little in Delaware county, 
and I know of no particular sacrifices. 

17 Yes—for want ofa foreign market. 

18 No. 19 None. 

20. I dont think the effect is sensibly felt. The mo- 
nied men bought the stock, and the bank lends in place 
of the individual. I consider the bank a neutral institu- 
tion, as regards this question. 

21 Yes. 22 No. 

23 Yes. 24 No. 

25 I believe none, but some little to individual con- 
tractors for sections of turnpikes, on individual security, 
but not more, I think, than from 3 to 500 dollars. 

26 Please enquire of the legislature of 1814. 

27 I know of none. 

28 No. 

29—Specie payments—no depreciation. 

30 Yes—but I cant state the proportion. 
complaints on this head. 

31 I know of none. 

32 Iam not able to answer this; but if I understand, 
I should say no. 

33 No. 


Answers by a member from Northumberland county. 


1. Itis in all the districts to a certain degree, but not 


I hear no 


| $0 much so,as in some other parts of this commonwealth. 


2. Farmers, merchants and others are affected owing 
to a general scarcity ofmoney. I cannot say there has 
been much property sacrificed, but believe the lawsuits. 
numerous before justices. 

3. All. 

4. No—very little to be had at any rate. 

5. I believe not. 

6. From thirty to forty dollars. 
7. From eighty to ninety dollars, 1815, I think. 
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8. From thirty to forty dollars. 

9. Northumberland, Union and Columbia bank, 1814, 
or 1815. — 

10. It had commenced to rise before the general 
banking system was introduced. 

11. Yes. 

12. To the bank ceasing to discount, calling in their 
money, and the reduction of our produce in price. 

13. I cannot say they have. 

14. There has, within the last year or two, from fifty 
to seventy five per cent. 


15. No. 
16. There has been but few, if any. 
17. Ithas. 18. They do. 


19. In the erection of two bridges, one over the north 
and the other over the west branch of the Susquehanna, 
and the Centre turnpike road. 

20. I do not. 

21. A good many. 

22, I think not. 

23. I think not. 

24. I think not, but rather the reverse. 

25. The bridges over the north and west branches of 
the Susquehanna have, I believe received loans. To 
what amount I cannot say, but no boubt will be able to 
pay without compulsion. 

26. Speculation. 

27. Not in my recollection. 

28. There has been instances where twelve or per- 
haps more per cent has been taken in the purchase of 
bonds. I have little doubt but bonds to a large amount 
could be got at a discount of twelve per cent. 

29. They do not redeem .their notes in specie of any 
amount. I cannot say the exact depreciation they are 
at in Philadelphia. 

30. Silver is more plenty than par paper; not much 
gold to be seen. 

31. There is some issued by the,managers of the Ber- 
wick bridge; the lowest denomination one dollar, and I 
believe all paid in specie, on demand, 

32. I do not. 

33. Not to my knowledge. 

34. No. 


Answer by a member from Berks and Schuylkill counties. 


1. Yes. 2. Yes. 

3. All, less or more. 

4. No. 5. Yes. 

6. From eighty to one hundred dollars. 

7. From one hundred and fifty to two hundred dolls. 

8. From eighty to one hundred dollars. 

9. Farmers’ Bank of Reading established in 1814. 

40. Yes. 11. Yes. 

12. To the banks and speculations of individuals, 

13. Yes, in some measure. 

14. More than fifty per cent. 

15. No, not much. 

16. Yes, there are numerous instances where they 
havé brought little more than one third of their value. 


' 


17. Yes. 18. Yes. 
19. No very extensive advantages. 
20. No. 21. ¥es. 


22. Cannot say particularly. 23. Yes. 

24 Cannot pretend to say. 

25 About 50,000 dollars to the Centre turnpike com- 
pany, not yet repaid, but a judgment has been obtain- 
ed against the managers for the time being. 

26 Do not know. 

27 No, not to our knowledge. 

28 Yes, but cannot particularize them. 

29 The Farmers’ Bank ef Reading does not, but the 
Branch Bank of Pennsylvania, at Reading does. 

30 There is a very small quantity in circulation in our 
district. 

31 No. 32 Yes. 

33 We do not know of any. 3 

34 One of the members from the district is. 
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Answers by a member —_ Northampton, Wayne and 
ike counties. 

1 Itis generally felt throughout our district, in the 
extreme. 

2 The embarrassment is general, but felt more par- 
ticularly by farmers and mechanics, The sacrifices are 
great, and suits before justices have increased within 
two years four-fold. 

3 Nine tenths. 

4 Itis not to be procured at any rate, except in very 
few instances, and then at a high rate of interest. 

5 It was easily procured at six per cent. 

6 From eighty to one hundred dollars. 

7 From one hundred to one hundred and forty dolls. 
Speculation was at its heighth in 1815 and 1816. 

8 From fifteen totwenty dollars; in some instances 
higher, and many lower. 

9 There is one called the Easton Bank, established 
in 1814; also a branch of the Pennsylvania Bank. 

10 Property had taken a moderate rise before the nu- 
merous banks were incorporated, but took an unusual 
rise immediately after the banks were in operation. 

11 It did. 

12 To the banking system generally. 

13 They have; and their over-trading is partially to 
be ascribed to the facility of bank loans. 

14 There has been a great fall within three years, 
say from forty to fifty per cent. 

15 Very little, except what is in bank. 

~ 16 Yes—there have been numerous instances where 
property both real and personal has been sold for less 
than one fourth its value, and in some instances for not 
one sixth. 

17 Yes—more by men of property, than the laboring” 
part of the community. 

18 Not to any great extent, as there is very little of 
any kind in circulation. 

19 Perhaps some, not to any great extent. 

20 I do not—but far the reverse, as I think the evils 
over balance the advantages derived from them, one 
hundred per cent. and more. 

21 A considerable number. 

22 It has to a considerable extent, until within two 
years much has been used and consumed. 

23 Yes. 24 Yes. 

25 I cannot answer. 

26 ‘Fo assist farmers and mechanics in their agricultu- 
ral and mechanical pursuits. 

27 Yes, many. 

28. Yes, we have known money loaned by way of sell- 
ing good endorsed notes, at eighteen, twenty-five and 
thirty per cent, 

29 Yes, the banks pay specie, and their notes are at 
par in Philadelphia. 

30 Very little, not more than a twentieth, in propor- 
tion to paper. 

31 None. 

32 Yes, to a great extent. 

33 I know not any who have received loans. ° 

34 Iam not. 


Answers by a member from Bucks county. 


1 The citizens of my district experience in common’ 
with other citizens of the state, considerable embarrass- 
ment in their pecuniary concerns, particularly that class 
of persons, who have embarked in extensive specula- 
tions. 

2 There is adepreciation of at least 33: per cent on 
real estate within the last four years; law suits have in- 
creased before justices of the peace; and property when 
sold by execution generally at a considerable sacrifice. 

3 I believe that persons of all descriptions within my 
district are either directly or indirectly affected by the 
pressure of the times; but particularly those who have 


| made recent purchases of land at its late high price. 


4. Money is not easily procured on loan where the 
The bank, as‘a matter of 


ieee. — 
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necessity, in a great measure discontinued its loans, and 
the present depressed prices of the productions of the 
soil has produced an alarming scarcity of money. 1 be- 
jieve an illegal interest, or a bonus, is sometimes taken 
by money lenders. ; 

5 Before the introduction of the banking system, mo- 
ney was easily procured at legal interest. 

6 About that time well improved land was worth 
from 50 to 60 dollars per acre by the farm, say 100 acres 
together. ; 

7 In the year 1815 and 1816, the best improved 
farms in my district were worth from 100 to 110 dollars 
per acre. 

8 From 55 to 65 dollars per acre. 

9° There is one bank, called the Bucks County Bank, 
established, I think, in 1814 or 1815: There is one 
bridge company who exercise the privileges of a bank- 
ing company. 

10 About that time, I think. 

11 The fall of property, and the curtailing of bank 
joans, were I think, simultaneous. 

12 Toa variety;of causes; but the numerous petitions 
on the subject, induce a belief, that the banks are the 
most prominent. 

13 lam nota merchant, but I believe that class of 
citizens have suffered quite as much as any other. 

14 There has been a fall of 50 per cent on the article 
ef wheat within that time; other kinds of grain nearly in 
the same proportion. 

15 Not to any very great amount. 

16 My answer to the second question embraces this 
query. 

17 A scarcity of money has been felt by all classes. 

18 Not material—the notes of the Bucks county bank 
are, I think, at this time 14 per cent below par in Phila- 
delphia, and notes of the bridge company about the 
same. 

19 Very little, if any. 

20 No. 

21 /The number is considerable. 

22 The low price of foreign manufactured articles 
has generally secured them a preference. 

23 My neighbors are mostly sober and industrious, 
but we have not altogether? escaped the prevailing ex- 
travagance of the times. 

24 I think there has. 

26 An inordinate disposition in the people towards 
speculation. 

27 There have been some cases, 

28 1 know of none, but have heard of many, 

29 1 believe they are generally able to meet their pa- 
per with specie. 

30 There is, in dollars and half dellars, the proportion 
about one to ten. 

31 The Delaware Bridge Company issue paper, of 
one dollar their lowest denomination. They have no 
specific charter for banking, but their bridge charter is 
supposed to secure them the privilege. 

32 Ido. 33 I know of none. 

34 Not in this state. 


Answers by a member from Huntingdon county. 


1 It is much complained of, and is not confined to any 
particular part. 

2 Some ofall descriptions are embarrassed. There is 
a general scarcity of money. Some personal property 
has been sold at forced sales at a very low rate, though 
not toa large amount. There are a number of suits in 
the courts—and they are numerous before magistrates, 
for the recovery of of debts. 

3 Nearly all. 

4 Money is hard to be procured on any kind of secu- 
rity. Iam unable to say what rate per cent. it could be 
had for." 

5 It was not. 6 From 20 to 30 dollars. 

7 From 40 to 60 dollars I believe in the year 1815. 

$ Iam unable to tell what it would sell for; at present 














it would not bring more than it would have brought in 
the year 1808, or 1809. 


9 There is one, Huntingdon bank. Kt was establish- 


ed I believe, in the year 1813 or 1814. 


10 It did. 
11 It began to fall immediately after. 
12 It has been very much ascribed to the ease in pre- 


curing bank loans. 


13 Numbers of them did, and their doing so, is gen- 


erally ascribed to the cause which you have anticipated. 


14 It has fallen at least fifty per cent. 
15 I believe not. . 
16 There have been some iron establishments sold at 


sheriff’s sale, which were considered low, together with 
some farms. 17 It has. 


18 It is an inconvenience which is very much felt, 
19 I knowofnone. 20 I do not. 

21 There has been a considerable number. 

22 The consumption of foreign articles has certainly 


increased during the time alluded to. 


23 I cannot say it has. 
24 Among some classes of people there has. 
25 I knew of no loans from the bank to any road or 


bridge company, in the county where I reside. 


26 I believe it was an anxiety for speculation. 
27 I know of none. 
28 I believe they have not been numerous. There 


is none within my knowledge. 


29 The bank of Huntingdon redeems their small 


notes, which are under five dollars, and no others. Their 
notes are at from 20 to 25 per cent discount. 


30 There is scarce any specie or par paper. They 


are about equal. The specie is chiefly silver. Depre- 
ciated paper is chiefly all the money we have in circu- 
lation. 


31 There are none, except orders drawn by the pres- 
ident of a turnpike road company on their treasurer, 


but not in the form of bank notes. The lowest denom- 


ination is three cents. They are not in general circula- 


tion at present. 


32 I answer in the affirmative. 
33 1 know of no other contractor either for bridge or 


roads, in the county where I reside, that ever borrowed 
any money from banks for the use of such undertakings. 


34 [hold a small stock in the Huntingdon bank. 
Answers, by a Scrivener of Philadelphia. 


1 The distress generally complained of is felt here. 

2,3 Exhibiting itself by want of business and em- 
ployment, and embarrassment of persons of every de- 
scription, except brokers, usurers, tavern keepers and 
office holders, and not so much owing to a want of mo- 
ney, as a want of its circulation. Sacrifices of property 
are consequently made. Multiplication of law suits, par- 
ticularly before justices of the peace, add not a little to 
the embarrassment of many, especially those in the hum- 
ble walks of life. 

4 Money, itis said, may be had on mortgage at sim- 
ple interest, on indubitable security; but confidence in 
men and estates being in a great measure lost, lenders 
require such security as almost to preclude a compli- 
ance by most persons who would borrow. 

5 Before the introductiou of the batch of banks, mo- 
ney was easily procured on mortgage at simple interest; 
indeed usury was then considered disreputable. 

6 As to lands in the neighborhood of the city, there 
is a great diversity in their value: they are less affected 
in value than in most other places. But few are yet for- 
ced fo sell, and such as have been sold, brought fair pri- 
ces, Ifmany sales were forced, no doubt the prices 
would be reduced. As to city property, a great depre- 
ciation is felt, but no average can be made; productive 
estates in good situations bave experienced less of the 
bad effects of the times, than other property, say, un- 
improved lots, and estates on heavy ground rents are 
not in demand, and consequently when sales are forced, 
they are literally aniioed, 
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10 Property in general rose in value or price at the 
introduction of the new banks. I believe was at its | 
highest the year after the peace. | 

11 It fell contemporaneous with the banks calling in | 
their loans. 

12and13 The distress here has been ascribed, in a | 
great degree, to the banking system. It is natural where | 
the greatest and most immediate suffering is felt, to as- | 
cribe all the ills we endure. Although I am satisfied | 
the banks have been the greatest curse that was ever in- | 
flicted by the legisiature on the state; owing to the fa- | 
cilities afforded to many to obtain credit, enabling them | 
to engage in speculations beyond their means, and the | 
pernicious practices of usury and idleness which it has | 
occasiohed; yet I am convinced, the banks were not | 
the exclusive cause of our suffering—they were evil | 
seeds sown in a too fruitful soil. A general disposition 
to obtain wealth by means other than by frugality and | 
manual industry, has too much prevailed; and I cannot 
flatter myself, that any very essential alleviation of our | 
country’s sufferings can be experienced, until whole- 
some laws are made and executed on the subject of usu- 
ry—the banking system gradually reduced—our atten- 
tion effectually directed to internal improvement—and 
until the people, in mass feel the necessity of returning | 
to that old fashioned economy and industry, which our | 
ancestors practised to their benefit. 
15 I believe there is much specie hoarded by individ- 
uals. 1 have had several remarkable instances, which 
convince me, that if confidence in a limited number of | 
banks could be restored, and they wisely conducted, 
the pecuniary difficulties under which we labour, if not | 
removed, would be materially lessened. 

16 There have been some sacrifices of real estate, but | 
not so great, orso many, as might be supposed. 

17 Rents being reduced, and taxes undiminished, 
has necessarily occasioned a diminution of income of 
the rich. 
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21 Many manufacturers having suspended their ope- 
rations, a great number are consequently deprived of 
employ. J trust in our zeal for manufactures, we will 
not burden a class for whom I have a fellow feeling— 
the agriculturists and mechanics. 


28 As to usurious transactions, I sicken at the recol- 
lection of the experience of the two last years. I had no 


| personal knowledge of the transactions, but the mode 


resorted to in many instances became the subject of 
general conversation. Among others the loaning of six 
per cents and other stocks at a price higher than the 
quotation of the day. The influence of monied institu- 
tions, and the facility of their fixing, as it were, a market 


| price for money, soon raised the bonus, so as to prevent 
| prudent men resorting to these means-—the more neces- 
| sitous being obliged to have recourse to this mode, to 


replenish their coffers, their destruction was precipita- 
ted, and mortgages brought into general disrepute. Had 


| it not been for the monied monopoly, my opinion is, that 
| money at all times would have been readily procured at 


simple interest. I trust, however, that the experience 
we have had, will be of use, it will suggest the necessi- 
ty of caution in creating monied institutions, and when 
created, confining them under heavy penalties, to the 
objects for'which they ostensibly are created. I am 
happy to say, these subterfuges, whether proceeding 
from want of subjects, a returning sense of propriety, or 
fear of consequences, have in a great measure ceased. 


32 The spirit of speculation has diminished the num- 
ber of productive labourers, and consequently produ- 
ced the consequences mentioned in this question. I 
think, however, that such of them who have nerves to 
stand the shock, are in a fair way of being returned to 


their original ayocations, and I hope with lessons of last- 
ing benefit. 


34 I am not, and never have been a stockholder in 
any bank. 


No. Il. 
Official Returns made by the Prothonotaries and Sheriffs of the different counties to the committee appointed by 
the Senate to inquire into the extent and causes of the general distress. 
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Franklin, - - 96 82 12 . 
Northumberland, - 108 | 128; 14 | 
Celumbia, - : 
Delaware, - - 19 79 10 
Bedford, - - 48 23 5 
Montgomery, 105 | 150 9 
Chester, . - 142 | 162; 10 29 
Union, - - 
Westmoreland, - 113 92 24 29 
Centre & Clearfield, 35 26 1 
Beaver, - - 135 | 131 3 13 
Berks, - - 204 | 179) 18 15 
Schuylkill, - - 
Lycom’g,Potter&M‘Kean| 62] 110 5 
York, - - - 105 18 10 30 
Dauphin, - - 230 79} 10 
Lebanen, - . 
Mifflin, - - 57 34] 14 8 
Bucks, - - 82 195 1S | 
Cumberland, - . 134 62; 30 | 
Wayne,- - - 41 13 4| 4 | 
Pike, - - - 
Fayette, Pris 187| 73 | 19 | 106 
Indiana and Jefferson, 81 51 4 | 
Lehigh, - ‘ ; 
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88 115 16 
167 | 146 37 'Part of Northumberland 
222 | 227| 929 [in 1809. 
222 | 108 13 
368 |; 619 6 
311 | 598] 40 59 
13 91 3 44 |Part of Northumberland 
309 | 165] 21 86 [in 1809. 
71 70 10 
149 133 10 29 
566 | 433 52 80 
235 154 32 55 \Part of Berks in 1809. 


515 | 266 25 130 
610 | 229} 36 
101 | 166] 17 34 |Part of Dauphin in 1809. 
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COUNTIES. 1809. 
Luzerne, - 41 41 19 
Armstrong, - ° 6 23 7 ° 
Susquehanna, - 

Mercer, : ° 26 88 13 

Adams, - : 86 62 3 ° 
Venango, : - 94 60; 18 7 
Warren, : - 

Butler, . . 39 35 16 14 
Washington, - 202 | 155} il 
Cambria, : ° 5 2 

Philadelphia, - 2173 | 443 | 53 (1307 
Lan¢aster, ° . 206 | 224 18 * 
Northampton, - 240 76 | 18 
Alleghany, - - 541 93 202 
Bradford, - - | 
Somerset, - - ° 
Tioga, : é 

Greene, - - 71 52 8 12 
Huntingdon, - - 

Frie, - ° - . 33 40 4 
Crawford, - : 


5747 | 3196 | 
NOTES. 

Letters were addressed by the committee to all the 
Prothonotaries, Recorders and Sheriffs in the state, but 
answers have not been received from all. The infor- 
mation received from the recorders, was not considered 
as having any immediate bearing upon the objects of 
the inquiry. 

The returns of the sheriff’s sales made by the prothon- 
otaries is admitted by most of them to be very imperfect, 
inasmuch as no account had been rendered by the She- 
riffs generally, for the latter part ofthe year 1819. 

The above estimates excepting in three small coun- 
ties, do not comprise the transcripts made from the 
dockets of justices of the peace, the relative number of 
which in the years 1809 and 1819, may be conjectured 
from thé following statement, which includes all the re- 
turns that the committee have received upon this sub- 
ject. 





1809. 1819. 

Franklin county, 36 258 
Bedford, 35 98 
Westmoreland, 106 218 
Dauphin, 35 107 
Fayette, 89 129 
Allegheny, 329 204 
630 1014 








In Mifflin county there were issued in 1809, 163 exe- 

cutions—in 1819, 528. 

No. VIIf. 

List of unlawful banks and incorporations, issuing or- 
ders or notes in the manner or nature of bank notes, 
as taken from the official publication of the State 
Treasurer, dated January 20, 1820. 

Stephen Girard’s Bank. 

Connelsville Navigation Company. 

Office of Discount and Deposit of the State Bank at 

Camden, New Jersey. 

Youghagany Bank of Perryopolis. 

George Creek Trading Company. 

The Columbia Bridge Company. 

The Greensburg and Pittsburg Turnpike Road Co. 


The Greensburg and Stoystown do do 
The Somerset and Mount Pleasant do do 
The Pittsburg & New Alexandria do do 
The New Alexandria& Conemaugh do do 
The Chambersburg and Bedford do do 
The Bedford and Stoystown do do 


The Harrisburg, Carlisle & Chambersburg do 
(To which may be added) 
The New Hope Delaware Bridge Company. 
Voz, IV. 0 ; 
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146 250 | 24 
17 | 39 19 19 
87 88} 10 18 |Part of Luzerne in 1869. 
$2} 80] 15 
380 | 273 | 14 | 108 
98; 43] 43 | 12 
20 | 4 | Attached to Venango in 
38| 50| 7 | 14 1809 
377 | S65 | 27 
36.6 3 | 11 
3516 | 1158 81 1808 
746 | 851 71 | 221 
762 | 424| 39 
1458 | 297 | 286 
| 34 |ji‘art of Luzerne in 1809. 
3 |*Not known. . 
41 4 | 19 |Part of Lycom’g in 1809 
uri. Wie) 8 | 
52 48 12 
14537 110326 * 








No. VII. 

Table shewing the current value at Philadelphia of spe- 
cie, and of the country banks in Pennsylvania, paya- 
ble in the notes of the Philadelphia banks, during the 
following years, as taken from Grotjan’s price cur- 
rent. The rate given on the notes is the discount, the 
rate given of the specie is the advance, which shews 
the depreciation of the Philadelphia notes. 


[1815 |1816 |1817 /1818 /1819 }1820 
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Bank of Gettysburg, |10, 9) 6) 3.4 3/33] 4) 3) 
Harrisburg Bank, | 'P_ipr| 6} 5.4 |pripr 14 
Carlisle Bank, 110) 9] 4] 524] 3/34 3 
B’k of Chambersb’g, 10) 9) 4 3,24 3:3 3 
Westmoreland Bank, | 10) 9] 6} 5.23|10'15|15] 124 
Lancast’rTradingCo. 10 9] 2] 524] 3] 3] a 2 
Marietta, 10, 9] 6 54 30:35)45 33 
Centre Bank, 10. 9} 6] 54 |10:15'30] 25 
Farmers’ Bk Reading| 10| 9| 6 5)14]24,23|15 8 
AlleghenyBank, 10, 9| 6] 5.4 |10115'50] 50 
Germantown, 10| 9 6) 5\4 pr pr|pr par 
York, | | | 9:10} 6} 3\23 3,34] 41 3 
Farmers’ Bk Lancast’r| 10! 9} 6} 5/4 pr.pr pr] par 
Swatara, 10} 9] 6/33/24] 3| 4| 4] 3 
Easton Bank, P ipripr} 5\4 pr'pr pr] par 
Pa. Ag. & Man.Bank, 10} 9} 6/34/23}10) 4) | 40 
Bank of Washington,| 10) 9} 6] 5/4 10,15 50] 45 
Northampton Bank, 10) 9Yipr} 5]4 |10 prj23 24 
Juniata Bank, 10; 9} 6) 5/4 |10:15'50] 40 
Delaware Bank, pr pr} 6} 5)4 pr pr pr} par 
Chester Co. Bank, pr pr} 6| 5|4 |pripripr par 
Bank of Beaver, 10; 9} 6) 5}4 10,1560] 50 
Bank of Pittsburg, 10) 9} 6] 513 | 6 pr 5) 4 
Huntingdon Bank, 10) 9} 6} 5]4 |10\15/3¢C} 25 
Monongahela, 10) 9} 6) 5|4 110)15}15) 124 
North Western Bank 10) OF GL 514 J1OWUSIS5C! 35 
Union Bank, 10' 9 6| 5\4 |50\60/50} 50 
Northumb. Un. &Col. 10} 9| 6; 5)4 |24) 5)30) 20 
Bucks county Bank, 10} 9 , 5\4 pripr| par 
Fr& MecBkPittsburg 10} 9| 6|33\4 |10| |50} 40 

do Greencastle 10! 9) 6} -5|23)15|S0|50} 35 
Montgomery Rank, pripripr| 5|4 prip?] par 
Silver Lake Bank, 10} 9} 6}23/23/23/23'50) 40 
Specie (American) | 5|17|13! 7 | | 





_ NOTE —No regular quotations were made in Grot- 
jan’s price current, of the market price of bank notes, 
prior to 1816. 


( To be continued.) 
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LAW CASE. | 


Liability of Constables in neglecting to return exe- | 


cutions within the time prescribed by Law: Campbell 
for plaintiff, Perkins for defendant. 


Joun AmMeEY, : : 





Common Pleas, June term, 1828. | 
“ No. 165 | 
Isaac P, Kennepy, : : 


Opinion of the Court delivered by Kine, President. 

The question involved in this case is whether a Con- 
stable who does not make return of an execution in the 
manner, and within the time prescribed by the 12th 
section of the act of March, 1810, is answerable to the 
plaintiff for the full amount of the debt and costs; or 
whether it is competent for him on the return of a sum- 
mons against him as is prescribe«dt by law, to show that 
he could not find goods of the defendant to the amount 
of the judgment and costs, in discharge of his liability 
under the execution. 

The plaintiff contends that if a constable does not 
make return of his execution to the justice on or before 
the return day thereof, he is absolutely fixed for the 
debt and costs; while the defendant’s argument main- 
tains that although no return is made of the execution 
within the period designated by law, yet that the con- 
stable is responsible to the plaintiff in the execution for 
no more than he has actually received, or could have re- 
ceived by due diligence from the defendant. The right 
of the plaintiff in this action to recover depends of course 
exclusively on the legal correctness of the position he 
has assumed. 

The point is not without difficulty, but the judgment 
of the court is with the plaintiff. The 12th section of 
the act of March, 1810, Purd. 455, directs ‘that on the 
delivery of an execution toaconstable an account shall 
be stated in the docket of the justice, and also on the 
back of the execution of the debt, interest and costs; 
from which the constable shail not be discharged, but by 
producing te the justice, ‘‘on or before the return day 


of the execution,” the receipt of the plaintif or such | 


other return as may be sufficient in law.” In case of a 
false return, or in case he does not produce the plain- 
tiff’s receipt on the return day, or make such other return 
as may be deemed sufficient by the justice, the latter is 
directed to issue asummons against him, commanding 
him to appear on a day mentioned in the summons, 
to show cause why an execution should not issue against 
him for the amount of the execution with cost. 

The first branch of this section is clear: it affirmatively 
and positively declares that the constable shall not be 
discharged from his execution, unless on or before the 
return day, he either shews the plaintiff to be satisfied or 
makes some other adequate legal return. The letter of 
the Jaw as plain as language can speak, makes the lia- 
bility of the officer absolute if he neither shews the 
plaintiff to be satisfied, nor makes other legal return, 
“on or before the return day of the execution.” It is 
true that the concluding part of the section which points 
out the proceedings which are to take place when a con- 
stable neglects or refuses te return his execution, does 
declare the constable to be liable for the debt and costs, 
if “he does not shew sufficient cause, why execution 
should not issue against him;” but these general ex- 
pressions were not intended to centrol the positive en- 
actment of the preceding part of the section. ‘That 
construction is the most admissible, which seeks to re- 
concile every part ofa statute, and this can be effected | 
in the instance before us, by simply permitting the Le-| 
gislature to speak for itself, ancl by applying the expres- | 
sions of the law to the direct subject for which it is pro- 
vided. We can give full efficacy to the latter clause of 
this section, without holding that the intention of the | 
lawgivers in adepting it was to fritter away the preced- 
ing part ofthe law. Wecan readily suppose cases in 
which although no return has been made by a consta- 
ble to an execution, it would be improper for a justice 
tu return judgment against him for debt and costs. ‘The 





defence has endeavoured to establish that Kennedy, the 
defendant, did not return his execution in consequence 
of the request of the plaintiff, and in doing so has exhib- 
ited a case, which if established, is ‘‘ sufficient cause ” 
for not rendering judgment against a constable, who 
postponed returning his execution in consequence of 
such a request. Many more may be imagined; and itis 
to such, that part of the 12th section refers, which sup- 
poses that the constable may shew “sufficient cause why 
execution should not issue against him” for default in 
making legal return. Where, however,the case occurs 
of atotal neglect or refusal on the part ofa constable, 
to make return of his execution, to which the plaintiff 
has in no respect contributed; then and in that case, it 
is my opinion that he cannot either before the justice 
or the return of the summons issued against him for de- 
fault in returning his execution according to law, 
or before this court on an appeal from the decision 
of the justice, be permitted to shew in discharge 
of his liability, that he has in point of fact receiv- 
ed only part of his execution, or that by no diligence he 
could have obtained satisfaction for it, from the defend- 
ant. In such a case, that is, the base of a naked refusal 
or neglect to make any return to the execution, * on or 
before the return day;” the daw fixes the extent of liabil- 
ity, viz: the amount of the execution with the costs. 

This doctrine may seem to sound harsh, but in pvuint 
of fact it is not more so, than many other rules which 
public policy has rendered expedient to apply to sher- 
iffs and other executive officers of the same class. It is 
severe that when the sheriff bona fide takes a replevin 
bond, he should be responsible not only for the original 
sufficiency of the sureties,but that he should continue so 
liable: itis severe that he should be compelled to ac- 
cept bail in a common capias case, and that the accept- 
ance of his bond in the event of non-appearance of the 
defendant should depend on the will and pleasure of 
the plaintiff, let his conduct in taking the security be 
ever so prudent and judicious: yet from motives of pub- 
lic policy and considerations of public security, the law 
sternly refuses to admit in such cases any explanation 
which would tend to limit his liability. 

Ina case like the present, the constable has but to fol- 
low the plain and prominent land marks of the law, and 
he is secure. If he does not see fit to do so and returns 
his execution in time, it is much better that he should 
suffer the penalty of his remissness than that the public 
should be left in the power of these officers, by holding 
them no further responsible in cases of default, than in 
those on which they strictly and literally execute the 
duties imposed on them in the manner prescribed by 
law. If we were to hold with the defendant that a con- 
stable who does not return his execution in time, is res- 
ponsible for nothing more than he has or might have re- 
covered from the defendant; the plaintiff’s mght of issu- 
ing a prompt alias execution, depends on the pleasure 
of the constable. The delay of a single day, we can 
readily suppose, might prevent the former from realiz- 
ing his debt. A rule of this kind might lead to arrange- 
ments and compromises of the most deleterious coense- 
quences tothe commnnity. On the whole, I am of opin- 
ion cn the point proposed, with the plaintiff.-U. S.Gaz, 


LEHIGH CANAL, 
To his Excellency John Andrew Shulze, Governor of the 
state of Pennsylvania. 

The President and Managers of the Lehigh Coal and 
Navigation Company, hereby give notice to your excel- 
lency, that, agreeably to the provisfons of the Acts of the 
General Assembly on the 20th day of March, 1818, of 
the 13th day of February, 1822, they have censtructed 
and completed 52 locks or more in the lower grand sec- 
tion of the River Lehigh. They therefore pray yoyr 
excellency to appoint three commissioners uncer the 
lith section of the act of 20th March, 1818, to visit the 
said locks, and if they report that the said lecks are 
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completed agreeably to the 1st and 18th sections of the | C Z| 72 ~|¢ § > = 
said act to issue your license to authorise the said com- | e.: -: E: 5 931652 
any to collect and receive the tolls specified in said acts | 2 2 zo > ics 3. os 
of March 1818, and February 1822. : 5 5 
By order of the Board of Managers, 12 6 32 1 100 85 
JOS. WATSON, President. | is | 6. 1) ml ote 
Philadel. June 24, 1829. 14 8 22 100 85 
ot | 15 8 22 | 100 85 
[On the above applicatien,the Governor, Mr. Shulze, | 16 8 22 100 85 
issued a commission te inspect and report to him, which | 17 - 2} 100 85 
was accordingly done, as appears by the annexed cop. | 18 7 92 | 100 85 
ies of documents. } 19 - 92 | 100 a 
ne 20 | 7 | 22 | 100 
To his Excellency Juhn Andrew Shulze, Governor of | 21 | 8 | 22 | 100 a 
Pennsylvania. | 22 | 84 | 22 | 100 | gs 
The undersigned in execution of the annexed com. | 24 8 = 100 85 
mission, beg leave to report— 25 7 22 | 100 85 
That they have viewed and examined the improve- | 26 7 22 | 100 85 
ments constructed by the Lehigh Coal and Navigation | 27 7 22 | 100 85 
Company, on the river Lehigh from the village of Mauch 28 9 22 | 100 85 
Chunk to the borough of Easton. The lift locks are 47 | 30 &4 = 100 85 
in number, including two guard locks, which are also | = 8 7 a 85 
lift locks. 85 
The dams are eight in number and communicate with | 3 8 22 | 100 85. 
the canal by as many guard locks, two of which are as | 34 7 22 | 100 85 
above stated also lift locks. 35 8 22 100 85 
The guard and lift locks are all more than 18 feet | 36 8 22 100 85 
wide and more than 80 feet in length in the clear. They | 37 | 7 22 | 100 | gs 
are all, with the exception of guard lock No.1 at Mauch | 38 | 63 | 22 | 100 | gs 
Chunk, and the lift locks No. 1, 2, 3 and 4, also at and | 3 64 22 100 85 
near that place, of the usual description of locks used in 40 6 22 100 85 
Canals as to the mode of opening and shutting the gates. 41 8 22 | 100 85 
The small gates are iron valves. The guard locks No. | 42 8 22 | 100 85 
1, and the lift locks No. 1, 2, 3 and 4, are of the des- 43 8 22 } 100 85 
cription called stream locks, and as we believe are pe- | 44 8 22 | 100 85 
culiar to the work on the Lehigh. 45 7 22 100 85 
We have found all the locks and dams built ef good | 46 8.20) 22 100 85 
materials, and constructed in a workmanlike manner, | 47 9 22 100 85 
and the whole of the said river Lehigh, within the dis- 48 9 22 | 100 85 
tance ‘aforesaid, so far improved, as to form an uninter- | 49 | 13.67] 22 | 100 85 


rupted canal and slack water navigation, both for ascem d= | mmr 
ing and descending from the village of Mauch Chunk, | Whole l.ockage 360.87 feet—Distance 46} miles. 
to the borough of Easton, and that the requisitions of | In addition to the above; there are six Guard Locks, 
the Act of Assembly referred to in the Commission, | 9n¢ at dam No. 1, one at dam No. 3, one at dam No. 4, 
have been fully complied with by the said company, | one at dam No. 6, one at dam No. 7, and one at dam 
within that distance. No. 8. i 

The Table hereto annexed exhibits the lift of each | _ Note—Locks No .14 and 31, are Guard Locks at dams 
lock, as furnished to us by the Engineer of the company | No. 2 and 5. 


and which on examination, we believe to be correct; | , ; Eg f ; 
although it was impracticable for us without much diffi- | Z%e following explanatory Letter accompanied the official 
culty, to make an actual and precise admeasuirement of | Report. 

the respective lifts. In that table we have also stated Mavuca Cuunk, July 3d, 1829. 


the length of each lock, and the length in the clear.— 
By the length we would be understood as meaning the | 
length of the chamber, and by the length in the clear, | 
the length clear of the swing of the gates in opening 
and closing. 


Honored Sir,—We have herewith enclosed to you 
our report on the work of the Lehigh Coal and Naviga- 
tion Company, which we have found to be constructed 
agreeably to the requisitions of the laws relating to that 
subject; and as you have in the commission, appointing 
us to the duty, which we have performed, desired us to 
accompany our report, with such observations as might 
serve to explain it, we have taken the liberty in this let- 
| ter to gu into some detail as to the improvements exam- 





THOS. McKEEN, Seal. | 
J.M. PORTER, _ Seal. 
JOHN RICE. Seal. 





of | FZ of sh | ined by us. 

-* -¥ = 59 ~ 93 We left Easton in the packet boat Swan, on the morn- 

“2 52 & T= |BaS | ing of the Ist ef July. Having examined the three locks 
—s ¢ 


near the out-let of the canal, into the river opposite 


1 7 30 130 Easton, we proceeded in the beat along the canal which 
2 6 30 130 | is there on the suuth side of the river, to thedam,No. 8, 
3 6 30 130 | a distance of about three miles. We crossed the Pool 
4 6 30 13 created by the Dam, to the northern side of the river, 
New 5 8 22 100 85 | and proceeded up the Pool, its length about two miles 
6 8 22 100 85 and a quarter, where we entered into the canal, by lock 
7 8 22 100 85 _|No. 46. We proceeded along the canal, thence to the 
: 8 8 22 100 85 Dam No. 7. at Allentown, having in our way passed and 
9 | 8 22 | 100 | 85 | examined Lecks 46, 45, 44, 43,42, 41 and 40,—Proceed- 
* Z po = 85 | ing up the pool created by this dam a distance of about 
100 


SS «1 14 miles, we entcred the canal by lock No. 39. We pro- 
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ceeded along the canal thence to the dam at Hartmans- | with two arches or water ways. 
ford, having in our way passed and examined the locks | a similar aqueduct with four arches or water ways, and 
dewn to No. 36. Proceeding up the pool created by | the Hoco Poco is passed by a tow path bridge. Be- 
this dam a distance of about 1 mile, we entered the ca- | sides these there are 22 culverts passing under the ca- 
nal by lock No. 35. We proceeded along the canal | nal, some of them double culverts with 14 feet arches. 
thence to the dam No, 5, at the Slates, which we enter- | The stone work of the abutments of the dams and of the 
ed by lock No. 31, a guard and lift lock, having in our | culverts and aqueducts,is laid in hydraulic cement. 

way passed and examined the locks down to that num- Care has been taken to place the proper number of 
ber. Proceeding up the pool created by this dam a | waste weirs on the canal, and where roads cross the line 
distance of about a mile and }, we entered the canal by | good substantial bridges have been or are being built, 
lock No, 30. We proceeded along the canal thence to | and we noticed 2 stone Toll houses erected near 2 of 
the dam No. 4, at Kuntz’sford, having in our way pass- | the locks. They were 18 by 27 feet, 2 stories high, 
ed and examined the locks down to No. 28. Proceed- | which appeared to be built as well with a view to per- 
ing up the pool created by this dam a distance of about | manence as to the comfort of those who are to occupy 
24 miles, we entered the canal by lock No. 27. We pro- | them. 

ceeded along the canal thence to the lock Ne, 3, near| Onthe whole the works appear to have been con- 
the Gap Bridge, having in our way passed and examined | structed with a view to service and durability, and the 
the locks down to No. 21. Proceeding up the pool cre- | Corporation in our opinion is entitled to much commen- 
ated by this dam a distance of nearly a mile, which car- | dation for the promptness and energy displayed in the 
ried us through the Blue mountain, we entered the ca- | prosecution and completion of this great public improve- 


Aquanshicola creek on 





nal by lock No. 20. This terminated our first day’s la- | ment. [siGNED,] THOS. McKEEN, 
bor, J. M. PORTER, 
On the morning of the 2d of July, we again proceed- JNO. RICE. 


ed and passed along the canal to dam No. 2, which we | To his Excellency, Gov. Suutze. 


entered by guard and lift lock No. 14, having in our [On the receipt of the above, and approval of the 


way passed and examined the locks down to that num- same, the Governor forthwith granted to the Company 
ber. Proceeding up the pool created by thisdam a dis- | the necessary licence to take toll. 

tance of about } of a mile, we entered the canal by lock | 

No. 13, a short distance above the junction of the Le- | 


high and Hoco Poco. We proceeded along the canal, | AMERICAN SILK.—No, 10. 


thence to dam No. 1, at Mauch Chunk passing in our| In the eighth number of these essays, I have endeav- 
way and examining the locks down to and including | ored to show how much the manufacturing nations of 
No. 1. 


Europe stand in need of the article of raw silk, which 
they are glad to procure, even of an inferior quality, 
from the most remote regions of the globe, while Amer- 


We found the canal well constructed throughout.— 
There was some water weeping through the banks on 
section No. 88, near Easton, and on section No. 78 & 79 | ica could supply them witl the best and finest, to an 
above Jenks’ mill, where the bank was composed of | unbounded extent. I have pointed out two great mar- 
gravel, but not such as to amount to any thing like a | kets (England and France) open to American industry 
breach, Indeed it surprises us to find a new canal 45 | and inviting it to their shores. I am now going to dis- 
feet in width at bottom—60 at top, calculated for 5 feet | play the advantage to be derived from this branch of 
depth of water, stand as well as this has done. Wherev- | trade, when once it shall have been fairly introduced in- 
er there is any danger to be apprehended to the banks | to this country. 
from the rise of the water in the river the bank of the | The celebrated Count Dandolo, by whose labors the 
canal is protected by guod slope walls. The locks are | culture of silk has been so much improved and extend- 
composed of good stone laid in Hydraulic cement. The | ed throughout Europe, does not hesitate to affirm that 
insides are cased with plank, and the space between | “the value of silk in Italy considered as an article of ex- 
the covering and the wall grouted with the same kind | portatian to foreign countries, is twice equal to that of 
of cement. Notwithstanding the size of the locks, ev- | all the other products of that country taken together; 
ery thing being new,and the gate keepers inexperien- | and that there is no production of the earth in the mar- 


ced the average time of passing the locks was about 5 | kets of Europe (in which of course he includes sugar, 
minutes. 


’ | coffee, cotton, and all the rich productions of both hem- 
The dams as stated in our report are 8 in number.— 


— \ispheres,) which, compared to its natural value or 
They are built of timber and stone in a very substantial | prime cost, offers to the producer a greater neat profit 
manner, with stone abutments. They are of the height | than the article of silk.” (a) 


following, counting from surface. No. 1, 5 feet, No. 3, If, then, in Italy, the land of corn, wine and oil, the 
8 feet, No. 4, 16 feet, No. 5, 12 feet, No. 6, 6 feet, No. 


| profits on exported raw silk, (for the author does not 
7, 74 feet No. 8, 10 feet. here speak of it in its manufactured state) be equal to 

The whole line of canal and pool is intended for 4 feet | double the amount of all the other productions of the 
water and it has all had nearly that quantity in, except Italian soil taken together, it is evident that the same, if 
the upper level from dam No. 1; there it had not more | not greater advantages must result to this country, par- 
than 24 feet. It is intended to raise the dam No. 1, to ticularly to the northern and middle states, whose pro- 
§ feet, which will give that level the depth of 5 feet wa- | ductions are not so rich as those of the south of Europe. 
ter also. There is no crossing the river at the pools | And as tothe southern states, their tobacco, cotton and 
except at dam No. 8: from thence to Mauch Chunk the | rice are no longer the sources of profit, which they 
line of canal and tow-path is on the N. E. side of the | once were, nor is there a prospect of their returning to 
river. | their pristine value. 

The towing paths along the pools are all complete ex- | In another point of view, the article of silk, as an ob- 
cepting a short distance created by the dam No. 6, on | ject of exportation, is of the utmost importance to the 
which there were about 50 men at work,and which will | United States. | Nothing will tend so much to-prevent 
be completed ina few days. The whole line of tow | pauperism and its attendant méndicity, ‘The labor in 
path is protected from freshets, by a substantial slope | preparing the silk,”’ says Mr. Wilson—already mention- 
wall. ed, No. 8, in his examination before the House of Com- 

The line of canal crosses the Manockesy at Bethle- | mons, “affords much more employment to the country 
hem on a stone Aqueduct of 3 arches. The Hocquen- 
doque onan aqueduct with stone abutments and piers! (a_) L’art d’elever les versa soie &c. par le comte 


and wooden superstructure, having four arches or water | Dandolo; traduit de I’Ltalien. Par F. Philibert Funtan- 
ways underit. Bertsch’s creck by a similar aqueduct | eilles; 2d edition, Lyons, 1825, p. 458. 
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producing it, thanany other raw material.” (b) 1 need | 
not dilate upon this subject. co 

But setting aside theories and opinions, however res- | 
pectable, I shall confine myself to the more convincing | 
logic of facts, on which alone I rest the proof of my as- | 
sertions. In France,the current price of aw silk, wheth- | 
er made at home or imported from foreign countries, is | 
from 20 to 40 francs a pound, according to its different 
qualities and degrees of fineness, of which there are a} 
great number.—Singles in general bear the highest 
price; organzine the next, and tram silk is of the least 
vaiue. These three qualities have also their subdivisions 
in respect to fineness. I do not speak here of the infe- 
rior kinds of raw silk, such as filoselle and the various 
silks made of imperfect cocoons. In England, the price 
of the three first qualities, is from 18s. to 35s. sterling. 
(c) Ishould suppose the assorted qualities of fine A- 
merican silk, well prepared, would bring on an average 
in the European markets, seven dollars a pound, or at 
least something between six and seven dollars, But, 
admitting that in the beginning, and before their repu- 
tation were well established, these silks should produce 
only six, or even five dollars a pound, there would still 
be a great profit to be made by the American seller. 

I am not sufficiently acquainted with the prices of 
things in this country, to present the reader with a 
statement in dollars and cents of the cost of raw silk to 
the time when it is ready for sale, ‘in order to enable him 
to deduce from it the clear profits tobe made. Nor is 
it necessary that I should do so; it is enough, I think, 
for me to offer general data, from which any one may 
be enabled to draw his inferences and make his calcula- 
tions as he shall think proper. It is at least the fairest 
and least objectionable mode of proceeding in this mat- 
ter. 

Every one will easily understand that the profits on 
raw silk will in a certain degree be proportioned to the 
extent of the means of those engaged in its preparation, 
and of their establishment for that purpose. Without 
speaking of the advantage of ready money purchases, it 
must be obvious that various expenditures, such as the 
ground, the buildings, fuel for boiling the water, which 
must be kept constantly hot, and other incidental ex- 
penses, will be nearly the same whether the business is 
conducted on a small or a large scale. In the latter case 
the machinery may even be moved by water power, or 
by steam, which will add greatly to the economy of the 
undertaking. But the time is not arrived for such vast 
establishments. Before that takes place, a great num- 
ber of women must have been instructed in an art, 
which, whatever may be thought of it, is nct learned by 
intuition, nor-without a great deal of habit and practice. 

It is now three or four years since the Italian reel was 
imported by a patriotic gentleman into this city. There 
it still lies, like a fine musical instrument, waiting for the 
hands of the master. Nobody har yet succeeded in ma- 
king merchantable raw silk, either by its means or by 
that of similar machines which are scattered through 
this country. Many attempts bave been made; none of 
which have been successful. I have seen various sam- 
ples of those fairest exertions of American ingenuity. A 
few days ago [ was shown by Mr. Hamilton, of the 
Franklin Institute, a specimen of supposed raw silk 








(6) Manual published under the authority of Con- 
gress, 1825, page 358. 

(¢) ibid. John de Fere’s examination. 

(a) Not having wound off the silk from the cocoons 
mentioned in my 6th number brought to this city by 
General Cocke, of Virginia, and spun by worms fed on 
the leaves of the wild American mulberry. I could not 
so well judge of its fineness; therefore, from what Dr. 
Dudley said of the superior strength of the sewing silk 
made out of it, I supposed that it might proceed from 
the coarseness of the threads; but from this specimen, if 
it be really what it is represented to be, I find that the 
silk of such cocoons (exclusive of the floss) is equal in| 
fineness te any other. 


made by some enterprising ladies in Kentucky from co 


| coons, the worms of which had been exclusively fed on 


the wild native mulberry; the silk, indeed, was beauti- 
ful; I never have seen any to surpass it; (d) but as mer- 
chandize, it could not procure a single cent. I have seen 
some made at Washington, on which I have pronounced 
the same judgment. 1 do not hesitate to affirm that all 


similar attempts, without the necessary instruction and 


the skill to be acquired by habit and patience, will for- 
ever prove vain. I need only say, to give an idea of 
what it is, that the operations of the female silk winders 
are chiefly guided by the sense of fecling, their hands 
anc fingers acquiring by practice a nice sensibility of 
touch, without which it is impossible to wind silk to the 
degree of perfection that is required. Add to this the 
great degree of skill and dexterity that is necessary for 
the management of the cocoons and for producing the 
various qualities. of silk, according to their numerous 
degrees of fineness, which may be compared to the dif- 
ferent numbers by which the various qualities of co!ton 
threads used for sewing are designated. All these 
things must have been learned by a sufficient number 
of women, before the businesscan be undertaken on an 
extensive scale. 

The extent of a filature is calculated from the num- 
ber of reels that are employed, from ten to fifteen hun- 
dred or more. ‘To each reelthere must be a woman to 
wind the silk, and a little girl to turn the crank. There 
must be two men alternately to feed and watch the fire. 
The cocoons, which I suppose may be purchased of a 
good quality for 25 cents a pound, and eight pounds of 
which will yield one pound of silk; the fuel, a cauldron, 
pipes, basins, and necessary appxratus to convey the 
water to the reelers, and the wages of the people are 
the internal expenses of the establishment. A good reel- 
er can turn out three pounds of silk in one day. As to 
the ground and buildings, a picce of land of twoor three 
acres, well suppled with water, that it may be found 
constan'ly at hand; a dwelling house for the person at 
the head of the establishment and his family; a shed pro- 
portioned to the number of reels to be © mployed, with 
a store-house adjoining forthe cocoons, are al] t!at will 
be required, besides a stable, with a good saddle horse, 
or a one horse carriage, that the director of the works 
may be enabled to go about the country in search of co- 
coons, and from time to time to inspect the nurseries of 
the surrounding farmers, and give them proper advice. 
By this means, the necessary notions for the proper ma- 
nagement of silk worms, will soon spread through the 
country. 

When the annual amount of these expenses is proper- 
ly calculated and comp»red with the European prices 
of raw silk which I have mentiuned above, it wi'l be 
found that a great and an increasing profit is to be made 
by the purchase of cocoons, and the preparation of raw 
silk. Little or no profits are to be expected for the 
first year. I suppose that during that time, with a great 
deal of labour, forty women may be instructed in hand- 
ling silk, soas to become tolerable reelers. The winter 
might be thus usefully employed. These, afterwards, 
would instruct others, and their number would rapidly 
increase.—After a few years the profits will be im- 
mense; and for a long time the demand in Europe will 
keep pace with the supply.— There is little doubt that 
the raw silks of China and Bengal will be abandoned, 
and entirely superseded by those of this country. 

J. DDPHOMERGUF. 


September, 2d. 

Yesterday morning a friend residing near this city, 
cut, for our use and gratification, a branch from a 
flourishing tree, which contained a very considerable 
number of ripe apples, and a large quantity of new 
blossoms, full of promise of a second crop.—U. S. Ga- 
zetle. 


- 








The quantity of rain which fell during August was 
4.61 inches. 
Pennsylvania Hospital, September 1st, 1829. 
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METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER, 
Taken at the State Capitol, Harrisburg, by W11u14am 
Mvcserave, Librarian. 
AUGUS T—1829. 
Max 8th 794°|Max 2ist 29,82/1, 25, 26,27 4ds N 
Min 26th 644°|Min 18th 29,39)16, 17, 28 3 NE 
Diff ex 15°|Diff ex » 424/29, 30, 31 > BI 
Mean ex 72+|Mean ex 29,603/3,4,6,7,8 [24,75 Ss | 
12, 5, 9,13,14,23,7 SW | 
Mean temperature from|10, 11, 12,15,18,9 NW 
three daily observations, { 19,20, 21! 
: Days ofthe Month. | Atmosphere. 
7, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 21, 24, 25, 30 
2, 5,8, 15, 16, 19, 20, 22, 25, 26 
28, 31 
1, 4, 17, 27 


Thermometer. | Barometer. 











10 days cloudy 

110 part clear, pt cly 
2 cloudy, no rain 

4 ptcly, pt show’ry 


3,9 2pcl, pcly, pthun 
6 1 hy rain, th& Ight 
18 1 part rain, pt clear 
29 lhyrainlemtosr 





On the morning of the 30th, Thermometer at 51° the 
lowest; on the 8th at noon thermometer at 9U° the high- 
est in the month; range 39°. Difference between the 
mornings and noon from 4° to 20° and upwards, On 
the 18th Barometer at 29,39 the lowest; on the 21st 
Barometer at 29,82 the highest in the month; range | 
4424. The wind has been 6 duys East of the Meridian, 
16 West of it, 4 North, an! 5 South, This month has 
been 4° mean temperature warmer than last July, and 

han August, 1828. There has been either 

riists steady rain, 9 days of ths 

month, i aviest rams were on the Sd, 6 h, 9th, 

17th, ant 29th; ant what is remarkable the heaviest 

rains fell mos ly athe nig.ttme. On 15 days of this 

month,the t&up: rature a noon was above summerheat; 
range between 76 und 90 d. grees. 
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Rema: ks cont.nued, 
From long observa ion, both on sea and land, over ev- | 


| 
ery part of the tabitable glob. , the extre nes ot heat and | 
cod n ver continue longer than the third day, without 
a relaxation, though they mey return with equal rigour 
after av interval ot 72 hours. When the son sets under 
a cloud, to use acommon phrase, or, properly when the 
western horizon is cloudy the next day will not be clear, 
or, we may expect falling weather in two or three days 
From this it plainly appears that the almosphere, or, at 

. least the clouds and vapours suspended in it, do not 
keep pace with ‘he d.urndl motion of the earth,and that 
it requires the above space of time to bring the clouds 
over that part of the visible horizon where the observa- 
tion wis mad~, and that the motion of the earth is as 3 to 
1, of the clouds. It ts probable this suspension of the 
clouds may be the effect of Electric attraction to accu 
mul.te the s apours tor the ran that follows. In warm 
weather, when there has been a considerable discharye 
of electric fluid, or, a great deal of lightning perceived 
in any particular place, those who live to the northward 
within the range of observation, say there will be more 
hot weather, and do actually experience a continuation 
and incre:se of teat for some time, while those who 
live southward, say, the lig. tning no thward will cool 
the air, which also takes place. Here appears to be two 
contrary effects produced at the same time, by the 
same cause, not yet accounted for, two currents of air 
one warm, the other cool,flowing from the same piace, 
at the same time. 


(To be continued ) 





We learn that the dysentery prevails to an alarming 
extent in Selinsgrove (Union county,) and its vicinity, 
whole families being confined at one time to their beds, 
It proves mortal in many instances, 

‘ Susquehanna Emporium. 


ANTHONY WAYNE. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF 
MAJOR GENERAL ANTHONY WAYNE. 
(From the Casket.) 
( Continued from page 132._) 


Light Infantry Camp, near 
Second River, 23d Dect. 1779. 

Dear General,—The intelligence which Colonel But- 
ler brings from Amboy, which place he left at twelve 
o’clock this day, is, that 137 sail of shipping lay at an- 
chor in Sandy Hook bay, at 8 o’clock this morning; 
between that time and the hour he departed, 102 sail 
had weighed anchor and gone to sea, among which was 
one very large armed ship, with a flag at her foretop, 
supposed to be Admiral Arbuthnot’s;—that 35 sail of 
ships yet remaine:! in the bay, the chief part of which 
had been there several days, with their topmasts struck ; 
but they were ail/ hoisted this morning, and every thing 
in perfect readiness for sailing, and that many of them 
appeared vessels of force: one of them, suid to be Sir 
George Collier’s, had a broad pendant at her maintop- 
mast head: the fleet steered eastward. 

In addition to this, Captain Gibbons, who has just 
returned from Powles Hook, says, that he counted 28 
sail of large ships falling through the Narrows, between 
two and three o’clock this afternoon, The probability 
therefore is, that the 102 sail mentioned by Col. Butler, 
forms the first division under Admiral Arbuthnot, and 
the 28, with the 35 sail at the Hook, which will probably 
be joined by some more from the second division, or the 
Cork fleet under Sir George Collier. 

I have no certain account of the number of troops on 
board, but I expect every hour to be informed. Two 
prisoners report 10,000 under Sir Harry Clinton. 

Iam, your Excellency’s obedient, 
ANVHONY WAYNE. 

His Excellency, General W asaineron. 


Light infantry Camp, Second River, 2 
26th Dec. 1779, 6 o’clock, P. M. 

Dear General,--I have just returned from a position 
where f distinctly counted 110 sail of vessels standing 
out of the Hook to sca, 1U0 and upwards of which were 
large ships, 

The first view which | had was about one o’clock, 
when I could only discover six, which appeared at a 
great distance out, and 1 soon lost sight of them; they 
probably were the rear of a greater number. At half 
after 1 the others began to come in view from their an- 
choring ground,in Sandy Hook bay; and at three o’clock, 
P. M. 104 sail more were out at sea, which, with the 
other six, make the 110,twoof which fell down from 
New York about one o’clock. 

The moon cursers, in the vicinity of Bergen Point, 
have siopped my Mercuries twice and thereby prevent- 
ed me obtaining that authentic intelligence I could wish; 
but a person who left New York the day before yester- 
day, informs me that between 10 and 15000 troops have 
embarked,with the chief part of the horse; among others; 
Lord Catheart’s leg:on. 

Sir Harry Clinton commands in person, and it is confi- 
dently asseried that Major General James Patterson sup- 
plies his place in this department. 

These are the objects mentioned; viz: Chesapeak Bay 
and Norfolk, in Virginia, as a tenable position, also 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

I hope about Tuesday or Wednesday next to give your 
Excellency a more particular account, as to the number 
of troops, &c. The sailing of the fleet is certain. 

Lam your most obedient and very humble servant, 

ANTHONY WAYNE. 

His Excellency, General Wasaincron. 


Heap QvuaRTERs, 

Morris Town, Dec. 28, 1779. 
Dear Sir,—-I have received your favour of the 26th, 
mentioning the sailing of the second ficet. 


General 
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MR. ROWAN. 











Parsons sends me intelligence, by which it appears that 
this fleet contained the long-taiked of embarkation. 

As there is now hardly any probability that any thing 
will be attempted here in the course of the winter, it is 
unnecessary to keep the men under your command any 
longer in their present disagreeable situation. The 
sooner, therefore, that they can return to their respec- 
tive regiments the better. You will detach the Massa- 
chusetts troops to the Highlands, and march the rest to 
this camp. 


159 
Light Infantry at 
Second River, Ist Jun. I78y. 

Gentlemen,—The pleasure which Lexperenced in 
the approbation of my condu-t, gives a sensation which 
words Cannot express. 

This unanimity, mutual confidence and friendship, 
which, at this period of the war, so conspicuously per- 
vade acorps formed by detsehments from different 
states, musi produce a conviction to the world, that we 
arenot to be conquered by disun.on, nor forced from the 


Before the separation of the corps, I beg the favor of | field but by superior numbers. 


you to present my warmest thanks to the officers anc 
men, and to assure them that I have a high sense of the 
real gallantry and good conduct of the former, and of 
the bravery and fidelity of the latter. 

With pleasure 1 add to this testimony, that your own 
conduct, on every occasion, has justitied the confidence 
which induced me to appoint you to the command. 

I am, with great regard, your most obedient servant. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 





| 





The esteem and affection which you are pleased to 
express for me, is truly reciprocal, and itis with sincere 
pleasure I acknowledge, tuat by your good conductand 
example, this corps has acquired the distinction which 
it now holds. 

The dissolution ofa body of troops, with which I have 
enjoyed so great a share of happiness, would give me 
much pain, was | not confident that those sentiments, 
which have so firmly united the American Light Infan- 


P. S. You will be pléased to give General Irvine, who | try, whilst embodied, will not diminish by « ¢emporary 


is at Westfield, notice of your departure, that in case it 
is necessary, he may replace the guards heretofore kept 
by yourself, or change the disposition of his own. 
Brigadier General Warwe. 
Light Infantry ae 
Second River, Dec. 31st, 1779. 

Sir,—In behalf of the officers of Artillery, I am to as- 
sure you that it is with the greatest reluctance they view 
the approaching period of a separation from the com- 
mand ofa general, whose particular attention and polite- 
ness to them demand their most grateful acknowledg- 
ments. 

Your conduct and acknowledged good character as an 
officer and gentleman, must ever meet with the appro- 
bation of those who have the honour of serving under 
you; and, although a separation will now take place,yet 
to look forward, we have a hope that, at a future day, 
we shall again be happy enough to meet with that ge- 
neral, who we are confident will lead us on to glory, and 
crown us with honour. 

Iam, with the gentlemen of the corps, 
Your most obedient servant, 
JAMES PENDLETON. 


Comanding Light Artillery—at the unanimous request | 


of the officers. 
Honorable Brigadier General Warne. 


Address of the officers in the Light Infantry. 
Light Infantry Camp, 
Second River, ist Jan, 1780. 

Sir, —The close of the campaign, and the dissolution 
of the corps, necessarily calls us from under your imme- 
diate command, and in justice to our own feelings, we 
beg leave to tell you, that our experience of your abili- 
ties as an Officer, has justly gained you that confidence 
essentially necessary to ensure success in military ope- 
rations. The uniform politeness and attention you have 
paid to all, has endeared youto every individual under 
your command, and has, in a great measure, been the 
means of preserving a perfect unanimity and harmony, 
seldom seen in a corps formed by detachments from 
different states. 

Be assured, sir, this does not proceed from the common 
motives of adulatory address, but is dictated by the 
warmest sentiments of gratitude, from a conviction that 
we are eminently indebted to your care, for the happi- 
ness we haye enjoyed through the course of this cam- 
paign. 

Weare, with the highest respect, esteem & affection, 
your most obedient servants, 

R. PUTNAM, Col. L. F. 
RICHARD BUTLER, Col. L. F. 
' ALBERT CHAPMAN, Major, 
Commandant, &c. 


Signed at the unanimous request of the officers in the 
Light Infantry, 





separation, Permit me, therefore, to wish you an easy 
and a pleasant march, and a joyful meeting with your 
friends and brother officers, in the line of the army, and 
to assure you that L am, with much esteem, 

Your most obedient and very humbl : servant, 

ANTHONY WAYNE. 

Colonels Puryam and Butter, Major Cuarman, and 

the other officers of the Light Infantry. 
To be Continued. 


MR. ROWAN. 


Extract from an address delivered by Mr. Rowan, 
Senator in Congress from Kentucky, ata public diu- 
ner given to him at Louisville, Ky. 

“GENTLEMEN: You have justly designated me as a 
| ‘a son of the wilderness.’ My father, at the close of the 
| Revolutionary war, under the illusive hope of repair: g 
| the ravages which his devotion to the cause of liverty 
| had made in his ample patrimonial estate, emigrated 
| from Pennsylvania, his native State, to the wilderness 

of Kentucky. He arrived at this place in the « onth of 

March, 1783. Inthe spring of the following year, he 
took with him five families, and midea settlement at 
the long falls of Green River, a place computed, at that 
time, to be one hundred miles from any other settle- 
ment in the country. The subject of your preseut kind- 
ness was then about eleven years of age. Of the hard- 
ships and privations endured by that little colony, of 
the dangers which they encountered, and of the forti- 
tude with which they endured and met them, it does 
not behove me to speak. I cannot forbear, however, to 
mention an incident which took place in one of the ma- 
ny incursions made upon them by the savages. It is il- 
lustrative of the times, and relates to my mother; and I 
am led tu the recital of it by the affectionate veneration 
with which I cherish her memory. She had walk- 
ed out with Mrs. Barnett toa place where a company of 
young people were pulling flax, at the extremity of a 
large field which adjoined the fort. Mrs. Barnett had 
taken with her her infant son, about two years of age— 
very soon after they had joined the flax-pulling compa- 
ny, a band of savages burst from their ambuscude, and, 
rushed upon them, discharging their guns at them, and 
yelling most hideously. My mother, who was an athlet- 
ic woman, started to run, but recollecting that Mrs Bar- 
nett was a delicate and weakly woman, unable to carry 
her child, turned and run back in the face of the Indi- 
ans, under the fire of their guns, snatched the child frem 
the arms of its feeble mother, and bere him in safety to 
the fort; although she was closely pursued, shot thro’ 
her clothes with an arrow, and twice burned with the 
powder of the guns which were shot at her—Mrs. Bar- 
nett and her infant were both saved. He is now a res- 
ectable citizen of Ohio county, and there are still liv- 
‘ing three persons, beside myself, who witnessed the 
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scene, and shared in its dangers, But thanks to the har- 
dihood, the enterprize, and the industry of our people, 
Kentucky now rivals the oldest of her sisters, in the 
comforts and conveniences of polished life. I have liv- 
ed up through the scenes and partook of them all which 
marked the transition of the country, from the majesty 
of its wilderness state, to its present tasteful and highly 
cultivated condition. I am therefore identified with 
Kentucky, and can never forsake its interests.” 
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CuamBerssure, September 1- 
Mammoth.—The remains of one of those enormous 
animals have been just discovered on West Conoco- 
ee cheague, by General Samuel Dunn. In sinking and 
' widening the tuil race of his mill, in Path Valley, one of 
the hands discovered a perfect tooth, about seventy feet 
below the surface of the ground. A part was broken 
before its nature was observed, but the residue was ta- 
ken up perfect. The length of the tooth is seven feet 
and its circumference fourteen inches at the root. A- 
bout the root a large portion of the jaw bone was found, 
but the bone was immediately decomposed by the ex- 
, posure to the air. The tooth weighs about 70 pounds, 
and forms a regular curve of about one foot from a 
straight line. _[t was found near the head of a large 
limestone spring which issues from the foot of a-knoll, 
: and runs into a meadow, formerly, no doubt, a marsh, 
occasionally overflowed by the creek. Other bones 
were discovered, but they all crumbled immediately on 
ih} exposure tothe air. The enamel or outer coat of the 
@ | tooth was very firm, and difficult to break with a pick; 
ie the inner part had become in some degree softened, but 
} : presents a beautiful whiteness. The Path Valley is 
me bounded on the East by the Kittetinning, and on the 
! West by the Tuscarora mountains; at-this place the 
att valley is about two miles wide. This is the first evi- 
it dence we have that this mighty race, so long extinct as 
tt not even to be mentioned in History, and whose remains 
ib . have been discovered in various parts of the world, has 
i: once inhabited the valleys of Conococheague,— 
4 **Hus fed on our lawns and in our forests ranged.” 
A perfect part of the tooth is now in possession of T. 
G. M’Culloh, Esq. of Chambersburg. —F'ranklin Repos. 





Pittspurca, August 25. 

A brisk commerce is prosecuted on the Canal. On 
Saturday seven boats passed through the Allegheny 
locks—some ladened with iron in blooms, from Leech- 
; burgh; some with salt, from the Kiskeminetas; and some 
with coal from. Peterson’s Coal Mines,above Springdale. 

The packet boat General Lacock, owned by Mr.Leon- 
ard, and the Pennsylvania, No. 1, owned by Mr. Leech, 
arrived and departed on Friday and Saturday with pas- 
sengers. 
e: The bringing of Coal from Springdale, 18 miles dist- 
in i- ant, may seem somewhat like “‘ carrying coals to New 

| Castle; ” but such is the facility afforded by the Canal, 
and such the demand occasioned by the establishment 
of new manufactories and the increase of population in 
the City and in Allegheny-Town, that it will doubtless 
be a profitable business. We understand the enterpris- 
ing individusls engaged in it, (Messrs. L’. and P. Peter- 
son, of this city,) have opened extensive mines, provid- 
ed boats, and made arrangements by which they will be 
enabled to deliver from 12 to 20 hundred bushels per 
day in Allegheny-town. This will be a very great con- 
venience to the citizens, and will secure them against 
the fluctuations in price so frequently occasioned by bad 
roads and other contingencies attendant on the usual 
mode of producing fuel. 


FOR IG prone ot me 


- {The official communication of Mr, Stevenson, Acting 

_ Canal Commissioner, directing the collectors of tolls on 
73 miles of the Western Division of the Pennsylvania ca- 
nal to commence their duties, a copy of one of which we 
publish below, will be highly gratifying to the citizens 
of the state. The navigation has now, in fact, fully be- 
gun and barring accidents will be continued. } 
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Cana Orrice, Pirrsspure, Aug. 21, 1829. 


Sir—A resolution of the Board of Canal Commission- 
ers, passed the 9th of June last, leaves it to the Acting 
Commissioners on the respective divisions of the Penn- 
sylvania Canal, to fixthe time at which the collectors 
of toils shall commence their duties. 

Having personally, on the 16th and 17th of this month 
made the entire passage on that part of the Western Di- 
vision of the Pennsylvania Canal between Blairsville and 
Pittsburg, a distance of seventy three measured miles, 
in a Canal Packet Boat, and the canal having now con- 
tinued to be navigated by boats for some days without 
interruption,and the large packet and freight boat Penn- 
sylvania, accompanied by several other “boats, having 
this day arrived at Pittsburg, with a full freight of Iron 
in blooms, from Blairsville direct, I feel entirely warrant- 
ed, although there are some difficulties yet to be over- 
come, in instructing you immediately to commence the 
receipt of tolls at Blairsville. 

I herewith transmit a copy of the rates of tolls adopt- 
ed by aresolution of the Board of Canal Commissioners. 

Under the resolution of the 9th of June your salary 
will date from the time when you shall commence the 
receipt of tolls, in pursuance of these instructions. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c. 
JAS. S. STEVENSON, 
Acting Canal Commissioner, Western 
Division Pennsylvania Canal. 
To Thomas Johnson, Esq. Collector, 
Blairsville, Pennsylvania. 
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PORT. OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Inward for August, 189. 














| Cot; 
a o Ye 
Where frorn. avearats : = 
a] “| &) 2} 6 = 
Tisiz | 4{3s| & 
pemeapeigtetiaeniannetennst Mellel ead Mee 
England, : 7 7 ~~ | 2191 
Holland, - - 1 330 
Portugal, - : 2 428 
Hanse Towns, - 1 242 
British W. Indies, - 1 2 1 646 
| French Ports on Atl. 1 a 742 
i\Cuba, -- + © * 4) 4 1098 
| Gibralter, : - 1 152 
Hayti, - - - ‘ 4 407 
Madeira, - : 1 182 
South America, - 1 1 370 
Coast of Brazil, - 2 390 
Br. Am. Colonies, - 5 583 
ll 15'15 | | 7761 
Outward for August, 1829. 
a E © 
Where from. silsilalé]3 v 
a} e|) te] Sts] & 
2eisliElsole]| 5 
lL ticity tee tee eS Oe ae 
England, - - 1 1 691 
Holland, - . 1 271 
Danish W. Indies, - 3 1 782 
French ports on Atl. 1 159 
Cuba, - - - 3 3 900 
Gibralter, - - 2 1 813 
Hayti, - - °% 1 79 
Madeira, - - - 1 83 
South America, - 2 1 349 
Brazils, - . - 2 344 
Br. Am. Colonies, - 1 5 849 
Swedish W. Indies,- 1 217 
1} 2(20)10" | 5537 


| Coastwise, inward, vessels 42, tons 4834. 
Do. outward do 60, tons 6649. 
{ Aurora. 
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